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[BRERE HAT]
The Middle Eastern Civilizational Complex and the
Construction of “Region”
YAN Wei, YUAN Kang-jie
(School of Country and Region Studies, Northwest University, Xi’an 710127, China)
Abstract : The definition of “region” is a core issue in Country and Region Studies and an important foundation
for building an independent knowledge system. The characteristic of a region lies in its civilization, in the “re-
gional” nature formed by the historical interaction of civilizations. Since modern times, with the emergence of
the concept of “civilization” , “region” has been regarded as the carrier of a specific civilization. The West
has developed a hierarchical and homogenized view of civilization, and the Middle East has been seen as a re-
gion composed of a single civilization. As a specific region, “the Middle East” exists between imagination and
reality. The West has attributed different meanings and ever-changing regional boundaries to “Middle East” ,
serving geopolitical and global strategies, making it an important source of Western centrism and the theory of
civilizational conflict. Historically, “the Middle East” or “West Asia and North Africa” in many cases is a
complex of multiple civilizations. The interaction of civilizations has shaped the “regional” nature of the Mid-
dle East, which is not entirely a result of Western construction. The concept of “region” needs to take into ac-
count both its subjectivity and objectivity.
Key words ; civilizational complex; Middle East; civilizational interaction; region; Country and Region Stud-

ies



