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“Pirates of the Gulf” ; Historical Narration and Image Construction of the Gulf Arabs

in the Precolonial Period by Britain
Huang Minxing and Liu Xue

Abstract: At the beginning of the 20th century, Britain began a systematic academic study of the history of Gulf.
According to the archives of the East India Company, the British Orientalists represented by J. G. Lorimer classified
Gulf Arabs,especially the Qawasim in the late 18th and early 19th centuries,as “pirates”,and referred to the lower Gulf
coast where they settled as “pirate coast”. This view became the mainstream of Gulf history study in the 20th century.
The British writings about Gulf history in the precolonial times are characterized by policy orientation and racist
narration, The image of Gulf “pirates” originated from the maritime contradiction between the British and Qawasim. On
the grounds of wiping out piracy, the British Empire which was turning to liberalism gradually built the “Pax
Britannica” in the Gulf. After the military expeditions to “Pirate Coast”, the British Empire began the colonial rule in
the Gulf for 150 years in the name of “protection”, which affected the political and military defense structure of modern
UAE. Since the 1980s, the views of British scholars have been questioned by Arab scholars, who reconstructed the
image of Gulf Arabs in the pre-Trucial era.

Keywords: British Empire; Gulf Arabs;Gulf Pirate; Research on Gulf History
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