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[REHE 2AT]
“The Theory of Civilized Interaction” ; From a Signature
Concept to an Original Theory
HAN Zhi-bin, MA Li-ping
(Regional and Country Studies Institute, Northwest University, Xi’ an 710127, China)

Abstract : Professor Peng Shuzhi and his team’ s theory of “Civilizational Interaction” reveals the inherent pat-
terns of equal dialogue, mutual learning, and symbiotic coexistence among different civilizations. This theory
not only serves as a proactive response to the profound transformations in the global landscape at the end of the
20th century but also acts as a powerful corrective to Western-centric civilizational narratives. Building on and
further developing the Marxist concept of “interaction,” Professor Peng Shuzhi introduced the core notion of
“historical interaction. ” By systematically expanding the horizontal dimensions of this concept, he established
the theoretical framework of “civilizational interaction” and the foundational elements of “civilizational con-
sciousness. ” This paper systematically examines the genesis, developmental stages, and theoretical connota-
tions of the “theory of civilizational interaction,” with a particular focus on its implications for the development
of Chinese Area Studies. It argues that Area Studies should, at the foundational cognitive level, establish an
integrated research framework ; at the theoretical level, enhance systematic rigor and academic depth; and at
the practical level, maintain a problem-oriented approach. Such efforts will propel the continuous expansion
and innovation of the discipline’ s architecture.

Key words: Theory of Civilizational Interactions; Country and Area Studies; Autonomous Knowledge System;

Distinctive Concept; Original Theory



