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Abstract The nation-building of Jordan is accompanied by changes in territory and the
resulting demographic changes. At the heart of Jordan’ s national integration of the Palestinians
is the construction of a unified national identity and historical memory between the two ethnic
groups. After the disintegration of the Ottoman Empire, the geopolitical space of Greater Syria
underwent a fission, presenting diverse pan-national identities. Transjordan initially sought the
unity of Greater Syria and even the Arab world in the early days of its founding. In 1948,
Transjordan took control of the West Bank and integrated the local Palestinians with Arab
attributes, establishing a political model of sharing power between the West Bankers
(Palestinians) and the East Bankers ( Jordanians) , which also resulted in the reality that the
Palestinians became the majority in Jordan. After the Third Middle East War in 1967, Jordan
gradually lost control over the West Bank and focused on nation-building in the East Bank. To
some extent, Jordan has formed a balance between the East Bankers’ political power and the
Palestinians’ economic dominance, with the mediation of Jordan’ s Hashemite royal family in
the middle. Although Jordan’ s inter-ethnic relations are relatively stable, they still face
challenges.

Keywords Jordan Palestinians National Integration Arabization Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict
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