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Abstract A diverse and fractured tribal society and a weak new nation-state have shaped
Libya’ s typical political and social structure featuring “strong society vs. weak state”. The
confrontation between “strong society” and “weak state” has become the main factor affecting
the success and failure of the construction of an Islamic socialist state in Libya. The Senussi
monarchy failed to leave a useful historical legacy for the construction of an Islamic socialist
state in Libya. Gaddafi’s political mobilization and social integration efforts after taking power
did not work well, and then he launched a popular revolution. Gaddafi mainly used the means
of division and buying over to govern the Libyan tribal society, and tried to build a “strong
state” based on the deinstitutionalized Jamahiriya system, authoritarian rule, rentier economy,
as well as tribal politics and culture, which eventually ended in failure. The fundamental reason
for the failure of Libya’s Islamic socialist state construction is that the Gaddafi regime failed to
break the dilemma of “weak state” governing “strong society”, but exacerbated the conflict
between “strong society” and “weak state” instead. In this sense, Libya has a long way to go to
achieve long-term and stable state-building, as it is in a situation where a “strong society”
confronts a “weak state”.

Keywords Libya Islamic Socialism State-Building Strong Society Weak State

(HER, #¥GH TR Lo a4, B AF P RF R, B L,710068)
WG T 4]

66



