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A Review on Turkey$ Foreign Policy towards
Africa after the Justice and Development

Party Took Power

Wer Min

Abstract: After the Justice Development Party came into power the Open
to Africa policy was proposed with the intention of enhancing Turkey$ political and
economic relations with African countries  building its national image as a major
country in the Middle East and even the leader of the Islamic world and enhan-
cing Turkeys right to speak on African affairs And expanding its influence. In the
practice of its African policy Turkey has given full play to its historical cultur—
al value and institutional advantages and under the framework of an aggressive
foreign policy using its national soft power and public diplomacy through hos—
ting the Turkey-Africa Cooperation Summit Forum as well as setting up the rela—
tions with the African Union. The establishment of relations between sub regional
organizations in African and individual African country has promoted the develop—
ment of Turkey-Africa relations. Turkey has constructed a multi-dimensional coop—
eration mechanism with Africa from the aspects of public diplomacy economic di-
plomacy and security and the Turkish Africa policy system has been initially
formed. In the practice of its policy towards Africa Turkey not only faces hard
constraints on the domestic political situation and economic development but also
faces competition with Middle Eastern countries and foreign powers in the Horn of
Africa. In the future the direction of Turkeys Africa policy depends not only on
the provision of assistance or commercial relations to Africa  but also on the opera—
tion of institutional mechanisms based on partnership.

Keywords: Turkey; Open to Africa; Soft Power; Public Diplomacy



