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Abstract |

sizing that women$ right of education cannot be deprived. The government promul-
gated an Education Act and girls “ schools were set up one after another and
women$s education was supported by families. The education of women in the late
imperial period was restricted by many conditions and its popularity could not be
overestimated. However the rise of womens education has challenged the preju—
dice of traditional concepts improved public morals and had a certain impact on
women$ idea on marriage and employment. The rise of womens education also re—
flected the achievements of westernization reform in the late Ottoman Empire. In
the long run  womens education in the late Ottoman Empire was the starting point
of womens progress and liberation in the history of the Middle East.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire; Westermization Reform  Womens Education

The Economic Activities of the Jews in the Ottoman

Empire in the late 15th and 16th Centuries

Zhang Bo

Abstract: This paper explored the economic activities of the Jews in the Ot-
toman Empire in the 15 th and 16 th centuries. Islams policy towards the Dhimmis
was the basis of Ottoman Empires limited tolerance towards the Jews. Although in
the Ottoman Empire the status of Jews was lower than the Muslims  the Jews could
engage in various economic activities. The 16 th century was the Golden age of both
the Ottoman Empire and the Jews in the Ottoman Empire. The Jews got much toler—
ance and important positions in the Ottoman Empire. They also contributed a lot to
the Empires commercial trade and economic prosperity.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire; Jews; Economic Activities; Limited Toler—

ance
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