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a combination of many elements such as the development of the kingship the cult
of Re and the prosperous agricultural economy.

Keywords: Ancient Egypt Old Kingdom Despotism

A Review of Western Research on Tribal

Society of Middle East

Han Zhibin Yan Wel

Abstract: Tribal societies play an important role in the history and reality of
the Middle East. Since modern times western scholars have established a research
tradition on tribal societies of the Middle East. Such researches originated from O-
rientalism and explained some of the main characteristics of the tribal societies in
the Middle East. But they were also marked by “West-Centrism” . After the 20"
century western scholars began to further research tribal societies from different
principles. These researches are not only fruitful but also have distinct character—
istics: they pay more attention to case studies and field works based on different
state and tribes; they focus on the interaction between tribal societies and state
religion or city. In other words some western scholars have broken the “West—
Centrism”  and their viewpoints have become more objective.
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