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Abstract

The Upheaval in the Middle East and the
Transformation of Turkey’s Politics and Diplomacy

Wei Min

Abstract: The upheaval in the Middle East have brought unprecedented op-
portunities and challenges to Turkey. Under the leadership of the AKP, Turkey has
realized the political system Transformation from parliamentary system to presiden-
tial system at the political level, The major threat of the attempted coup and the li-
ra currency crisis has been removed, and successfully realized the transformation
from traditional diplomatic thinking of Kemalism— “ home peace and world
peace” to an aggressive foreign policy at the diplomatic level. Following the up-
heaval in the Middle East, in the face of the complicated and crisis-ridden situa-
tion in the Middle East Turkey gave full play to its geopolitical advantages, strugg-
ling in regional affairs and attacking from all sides. It not only achieved actual con-
trol of northern Syria, ensured national security interests, but also cooperated
with the democratic unity government in Libya, signed the Mediterranean demar-
cation agreement and participated in the competition for Mediterranean oil and gas
resources. Within 10 years after the upheaval in the Middle East, Turkey’s domes-
tic power has been consolidated, and its influence and dominance in regional af-
fairs have also increased significantly.

Keywords: The Upheaval in the Middle East; Turkey; Political System

Transformation; Foreign Policy
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