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The Sluggish Development of Contemporary

Arab Culture: Background and Influences

Huang Minxing

Abstract: After World War JI  some factors have led to the Sluggish Devel—
opment of Arab Culture. The main internal factors are as follow: the slow develop—
ment of the society and economy; the problems with the policies of Arab states; the
influence of the traditional view of history; attitude towards traditional culture; se—
rious differences of understanding between different social strata. The main exter—
nal factors include: The policy of Western countries in the Arab world after World
War II; the cultural offensive against the Arab world after the end of the Cold
War; the strong penetration of contemporary Western culture on the Arab world;
the double-edged sword of globalization. The thinking people of the Arab world
have also begun to take action. First advocating the Arab world to join the global-
ization; secondly to the world promoting the true meaning of Islam eriticizing
both the extremists and the Western world for their distortions of Islam; again ac-
tively to the world publicizing the Arab culture; finally countering the West’s dis—
tortion of the Arab-slamic World with cultural action.

Keywords: Arab Culture Middle East

The Historical Evolution of the Family Politics in
Saudi Arabia

Wu Yan

Abstract: In the Pre-oil era the rule of Al Saud accompanied by the politi—
cal tradition combined religious authority with secular power the conventions of
Tribal alliance and the political strategy of power separation in the Al Saud. Family

politics  religious politics tribal politics and government politics combined into



Abstract |

one. In the Oil era monarchy politics become a component and important form of
expression authoritarian family politics is the historical connotation and essence
of authoritarian monarchy. Facing with the complex environment and challenges
at home and abroad reform of family politics shows the evolution feature of legal—
ization and democratization it contains modern political ideas such as constitu—
tionalism and democracy to a certain extent. Family politics shows the historical
features of authoritarian politics secular politics and elite politics. At the turning
of centuries the process of political democratization started within the Al Saud it
constitutes an important part of the process of political modernization of Saudi
Arabia.

Keywords: Saudi Arabia Family Politics Authoritarianism Political Mod-

ernization

An Interpretation of the Lebanese Maronite’s

National Idea

Hu Yaohui

Abstract: From the evening of 19th century Maronite has conceived the
idea of a modern Lebanon state after smaller Lebanese state and greater the Leb—
anese state of ideas collision The greater Lebanese state become the prototype of
the modern Lebanese state. Maronite national concept has strong national outlook
of sectarianism and the characteristics of foreign tendency in the west it embody
a concentrated reflection of pluralist state theory connotation Lebanon is a state
of Christian and Muslim multicultural coexistence and the multiplicity of sect.
The formation and development Maronite national idea is closely related to the po—
litical status of maronite is also the image of the Maronite to safeguard their own
interests.

Keywords: Lebanese Maronite National Idea Sectarianism Pluralism
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