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Abstract

The Evolution of Syrian Stratocracy and
Its Characteristics

Wang Xingang, Yan Peng

Abstract: Since the independence of Syria in the mid-20" century, stfatoc-
racy,, mainly referring to military personnel interfering with politics, has become
the important factor of Syrian political development. Before the Baath Party
stepped onto power, the military group played the role of destroyer and revolution-
ist of old social systems; While after the Baath Party obtained power, the military
forces changed into vested interests, their political roles tended to be conservative.
Assad, since his presidency, set to establish an army with “purified ideology d
through the Baath Party, which strengthened the grip of the army and made it more
professional. The army also changed from an arbitrator among political struggles in-
to a safeguard of the government. The number of coups reduced dramatically. The
popularity of stratocracy in Syria has clese relations with its social disorder and vac-
uum in power. Meanwhile, it also reflected the comprehensive effect of the consti-
tution of Syrian troops, the tendency of its nationalist ideology and the regional pol-
itics. Although stratocracy got rid of the frequent coups and instability at the begin-
ning of Syrian independence, in a long run, stratocracy is in an opposite direction
with democracy. It, to a large extent, constrains the political development and
modernization in Syrian, and in the meantime, it has influence on regional military

conditions.
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On the Roots of Political Crisis in
Algeria of the 1980s

Ci Zhigang

Abstract: Algeria drew the world’s attention for her political crisis in the late
1980s, for Islamic Salvation Front had challenged traditional political authority and
sparked continuing violence. The historical root of the political crisis is as follow:
firstly the transplanted development model had brought about political instability
with the accumulation of modernity ; secondly the national identity characterized by
elite politics and nationalist narratives had been challenged; finally the collision
between traditional culture and modern culture led to the lack of spiritual core in
the nation-state building on this background. Algerian political crisis has failed to
build a modern nation-state and to integrate traditional society and modern one.
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Tunisian Party Politics and Democracy Reform

Li Jingqiang

Abstract; Party system is vital in the politics of Tunisia as an authoritarian
state, and here the changes of status and character of the ruling party is extremely
pivotal. The Neo-Destour’s status as ruling party, which formed in the national lib-
eration movement, became the leader of Tunisian modemization, though it had to
make adjustments because of the democratization wave. The “ revolutionary” ,
“builders” and “reformers” are the special roles this party played in the past 54
years. In spite of the change of roles, the party? had kept pace with the times and
thus governed the country for more than half a century. When it failed to deal with

. deep-seated social contradictions and meet citizens’ need for democracy, the party
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