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The Establishment and Maintenance of the Versailles — Sevres System:
The Game between the Nationalism of the Middle East and
British and French Colonialism 1915—1945

HUANG Min=ing WANG Zhi-yuan
( School of Country and Regional Studies Northwest University Xi’an 710127 China)
Abstract: The Middle East was located between the two major battlefields of Europe and Asia which were rav—
aged by war during World War II  but it has basically maintained “peace” with only relatively minor turbu—
lence. lts roots can be traced back to the colonial rule of Britain and France in the Middle East after World
War I. During World War I countries such as Britain and France began planning to divide the territory of the
Ottoman Empire which went through six main stages. Eventually Britain and France established the “Ver-
sailles-Sevres system” as the basis for their mandate rule. Against the backdrop of nationalist uprisings in vari—
ous parts of the Middle East after World War I Britain and France took targeted measures based on the three
major types of colonies and semi-colonies. The first type is the mandated territories and Egypt which went
through a political development process of constitutionalism signing treaties with the suzerain state joining
the League of Nations and independence. The second category is Palestine where the continuous influx of
Jewish immigrants led to periodic violent conflicts with Arabs and failed arbitrations by the mandated authori—
ties. The third category includes some semi-olonial and independent countries mainly distributed in the
Northern Tier and the Arabian Peninsula. During World War II Britain the US the USSR and the “Free
France” took the following countermeasures: First to consolidate relations with Tiirkiye. Secondly to
strengthen military deployment and operations in the eastern Mediterranean. Thirdly to completely change the
attitude towards Jewish immigration. Fourth to suppress the “Golden Square” movement in Iraq. Fifth to e—
liminate the Vichy regime in Syria and Lebanon. Sixth to send joint troops to Iran and warn Afghanistan.
Seventh to facilitate the defection of the Wafd Party from power in Egypt. Although the Middle East basically
maintained “peace” during the war the contradiction between nationalism and Britain and France was not
fundamentally resolved and the British and French colonial systems finally collapsed after the end of the war.
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