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Abstract Tribes are a common form of social organization in Afghanistan since modern
times. After the founding of Afghanistan in 1747 the Durrani Dynasty was a “tribal state”
relying heavily on the tribal society in terms of economy security and political legitimacy. In
the late 19" century Abdur Rahman Khan received subsidies from British India to build a
modern standing army and a loyal bureaucracy; brought Ulema under state control to avoid its
alliance with tribes; and gained legitimacy from religion. In such a way he established the
direct rule over the tribal society and broke the state of division and autonomy of the tribal
society to a certain extent. Abdur Rahman brought the modern Afghan state in shape but he
left many problems for the contemporary Afghanistan. Rahman’ s shaping of the modern state
had its limits which failed to resolve the conflict between the centralization of the state and the
decentralization of tribal power nor did he completely dismantle the autonomy of the tribal
society and religious forces. In addition the dependence on external assistance opened the door

for subsequent external intervention. These problems still have echoes in Afghanistan today.
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