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Abstract  The rise of Aryanism in Europe and its dispersal in Iran is a curious
phenomenon in the history of the world” s nation-states. Aryan racism derived from European
Oriental linguistics was introduced into Iran in the late 19" century. After the process of
localization and with the influence of Nazi Germany it has become an important identification
tool for Iran to define itself and distinguish the other. As a misplaced identity of self-
Orientalization Iranian Aryanism regards the West as us in the so-called common Aryan
identity and the non-Aryan Arabs and other groups as the other mnot only playing up the
superiority of the Aryan race and the glory of Iranian civilization but also catering to the needs
of nation-state building and westernization reform pursued by the Pahlavi Dynasty. It has thus
become Iran’ s official ideology and been widely disseminated. After the Islamic Revolution in
1979 Iranian Aryanism reemerged after a period of marginalization and continued to
participate in the construction of Iranian national identity under the dominance of official
Islamism. However the inherent exclusivity of Aryanism and Islamism has kept Iran from
getting out of the dilemma of national identity. Aryanism has had an important influence on

Iran’ s national identity ethnic relations and foreign exchanges.
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